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Claim Objections 

Claim 7 is objected to because "the handle" has insufficient antecedent basis. 
Replacement of "handle" with "tool" is suggested. 

Claim 8 is objected to because in line 2, "is" should be inserted after "mechanism". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shirk et al. (US 
2005/0003696). March 22, 2003 is relied upon as the effective filing date of the reference, based 
on provisional application 60/456361. 

Claim 1 : Shirk discloses a transceiver module for insertion in a cage having a latch that 
retains the module, the module comprising: a housing 13 configured to receive any one of at 
least two different release mechanisms, each release mechanism movable between a first position 
and a second position, wherein the cage latch is not deflected when the release mechanism is in 
the first position but is deflected when the release mechanism is in the second position so that the 
module can be removed from the cage. In particular, figs. 2-4 show an embodiment in which the 
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release mechanism includes a T-lever 70, while figs. 5-9C show an embodiment which uses a 
bail latch 90 as the release mechanism. 

Claim 2: The at least two different mechanisms include a handle (either 70 or 90) * 
rotatably mounted to the housing, and a release tool (not shown but described at [0006]) linearly 
insertable into the housing at slot 42. Both types of mechanisms involve moving the actuator 50. 
The fact that Shirk prefers and provides a self-contained release mechanism does not render the 
module incapable of receiving a conventional release tool. 

Claim 3: The module further includes a projection 32 extending from the housing and 
configured to engage the cage latch. 

Claim 4: The module further includes an actuator 50 coupled to the release mechanism, 
the actuator having a ramped surface 54 for deflecting the cage latch when the release 
mechanism is in the second position. 

Claim 5: When the release mechanism is a handle 90, it is rotatably mounted to the 
module, and wherein the actuator moves linearly to deflect the cage latch as the handle is rotated 
([0032]). 

Claim 6: In one embodiment, a cover 96 retains the handle 90 to the housing (see e.g. 
figs. 7A/7B and [0033]). 

Claim 7: When the release mechanism is an insertable release tool, the actuator 50 
moves linearly to deflect the cage latch as the handle is inserted ([0005]-[0006]). 

Claim 8: The cage latch has a slot 22 through which the projection 32 projects when the 
release mechanism is in the first position and wherein the projection is removed from the slot 
when the release mechanism is in the second position (see e.g. fig. 1 A, 3C, 8A-8C). 
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Claim 9: The housing includes a first opening (generally 15a) to receive a first of the at 
least two different release mechanisms (the handle 70 or 90 in this case), and a second opening 
(generally slot 42) to receive a second of the at least two different release mechanisms (the 
insertable tool in this. case). 

Claim 10: The housing can receive only one of the at least two different release 
mechanisms at the same time (note that if handle 70 is installed, the slot 42 is effectively 
inaccessible to the insertable tool). 

Claim 1 1 : The module housing described above has an interface surface and a front side 
(the side toward 11). A first opening 15a and second opening 42 adjacent the front side of the 
interface surface, to receive respective different release mechanisms, were already pointed out 
above with regard to claim 9. 

Claim 12: See above with regard to claim 9. 

Claim 13: See above with regard to claim 6. 

Claim 14: See above with regard to claim 7. 

Claim 15: See above with regard to claim 10. 

Claim 16: Shirk discloses a data transmission system comprising: a printed circuit board 
14 (see e.g. figs. 1 A, IB, 3C, 4, etc.); a cage structure (part of 12) fixed to the PCB, the cage 
structure having an opening and a latch 26 adjacent the opening and a latch adjacent the opening, 
the latch further including a slot 22; and a transceiver module 10 pluggable into the opening of 
the cage structure; the module having a module projection 32, wherein the module is retained in 
the cage by engagement of the projection with the slot, and wherein the module is removable 
from the cage by deflecting the latch with one of at least two different release mechanisms to 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,734 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2874 

free the projection from the slot. The release mechanisms (handles 70 or 90, or insertable tool) 
were described above with regard to preceding claims. 

Claim 17: See above with regard to claim 2. 

Claim 18: See above with regard to claim 4. 

Claim 19: See above with regard to claim 9. 

Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by HTR6534 
Series Product Data Sheet (Mar. '03), referred to as 6534 below. 

Claim 1 : 6534 discloses a transceiver module for insertion in a cage having a latch that 
retains the module, the module comprising: a housing configured to receive any one of at least 
two different release mechanisms, each release mechanism movable between a first position and 
a second position, wherein the cage latch is not deflected when the release mechanism is in the 
first position but is deflected when the release mechanism is in the second position so that the 
module can be removed from the cage. In particular, fig. 2 shows a single bail delatch 
mechanism, while fig. 3 shows a double bail delatch mechanism. A more detailed description of 
the operation / purpose of the double bail embodiment is provided in the Hitachi Cable 
CAT.NO.EN-220A cited on the attached PTO-892 form. 

Claim 10: The housing can receive only one of the at least two different release 
mechanisms at the same time (note that if a single bail mechanism is installed, a complete double 
bail mechanism cannot be simultaneously received). 
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Conclusion 

The additional references listed on the attached PTO-892 form are relevant to the subject 
matter of this application. US 2003/0198029 and US 2003/0206403 are publications of 
applications which were filed on the same day by the same person, and disclose different release 
mechanisms applied to transceiver modules which appear to be the same. The Agilent 
Technologies Product Change Notice discloses three different release mechanisms which appear 
to be applied to the same transceiver module. US 6994478 (related to 2002/0150344 of the 
information disclosure statement) discloses a variety of release mechanisms at least in figs. 39A- 
391. 



Inquiries about this letter may be directed to examiner Stahl at the number below. 
Inquiries of a general or clerical nature (e.g., a request for a missing form or paper, etc.) should 
be directed to the technical support staff supervisor at 571-272-1626. Official correspondence 
which is eligible for submission by facsimile and which pertains to this application may be faxed 
to 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Questions about the Private PAIR system 
should be directed to the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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